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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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Dear Life-study Listener,

This month we are in the midst of broadcasting Life-study of 1 & 2 Timothy
over stations around the country and even throughout the world. The apostle
Paul began these crucial Epistles with a charge not to teach differently from
God’s economy (1 Tim. 1:3-4). When you consider the importance of God’s
economy, Paul’s stress upon it here, and its being the governing principle of
our entire life-study of the Bible, you may wonder why we waited so long (we
have completed more than 1,400 life-study programs) before addressing it. As
you listen, we hope you agree that we saved the best for now.

If you cannot hear the life-study program on a radio station in your area,

we want to remind you that our Internet Web site, www.lsmradio.org, has an
option called “Today’s Broadcast.” Also, under the link “Broadcast Archives”
you can listen to any program we have produced over the past seven years.
In fact, over the last few years the response to Life-study of the Bible radio
program has been the greatest from the Internet. Some have told us how they
come together in small groups and listen together to the Internet broadcast
to enrich their group study time. Others have said that it has enhanced their
personal time with the Lord. There are believers in Christ today who can
only see the evils related to the Internet. However, God has surely used this
technological development for the benefit of His lovers and seekers to fulfill
His economy.

Living Stream Ministry

wHAT 1s PRAY-READING
THE WORD?

The record of Daniel’s prayer for Israel in Daniel chapter nine contains a
prayer secret that is very precious to God’s heart. In fact, after his prayer,
Daniel was called preciousness itself (v. 23). So we need to pay attention to
what the Spirit is showing us here. When we read Daniel chapter nine, we can
see that the Scriptures were the basis of Daniel’s prayer (v. 2; Jer. 25:11-12;
(continued on page 3)




PRAY-READING THE WORD (coninved trom page 1)

29:10-14) and were also the content
of his prayer (v. 4; Deut. 7:21, 9; and
v. 15; Deut. 7:8, 9:26). Twice Daniel
referred to what was written in the
law of Moses (vv. 11, 13). Daniel’s
desire to pray and the utterance of
his prayer came from the Scriptures
he held in his hand. Daniel was
practicing then what we now refer
to as pray-reading the Word.

While the term pray-reading may
be new to some believers, it is not
difficult to grasp, since both prayer
and reading the Word of God are
essential practices of every true
believer. Yet to take the Scriptures
before the Lord in prayer as seen in
the example of Daniel may not be
a common practice of many of the
Lord’s children.

Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All
Scripture is God-breathed.” This
helps us understand what the
substance and essence of God’s
Word is. Since John 4:24 tells us

that God is Spirit, it follows that
whatever is breathed out of God
must also be Spirit. Thus, the
essence of God’s Word is Spirit.
This fact is confirmed in John 6:63
where the Lord Jesus explained to
His disciples, “It is the Spirit who
gives life; the flesh profits nothing;
the words which I have spoken to
you are spirit and are life.” We must
understand that the Spirit is the
very substance of the Word of God,
and if we realize this, we will see our
need to touch the Spirit as we come
to the Word. In Ephesians 6:17-18,
Paul instructed us to “receive the
helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit, which Spirit is the Word
of God, by means of all prayer and
petition, praying at every time in
spirit.” According to Paul’s thought,
the Word of God should be received
by means of all prayer. If we take the
printed words of the Bible as mere
knowledge or doctrine, we will

miss the main function of the Word,
which is not just to give us

knowledge about God but even
more to impart God Himself into
us as life. When the devil came to
tempt the Lord Jesus, He answered
him saying, “Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out through the mouth of
God.” (Matt. 4:4) The Lord’s word
confirms that God’s Word is for us
to receive as our life supply.

In John 5:39-40, the Lord Jesus told
the Jews who were seeking to kill
Him, “You search the Scriptures,
because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is these that

God’s Word
s for us
o receive

as our

life supply.

testify concerning Me. Yet you are
not willing to come to Me that you
may have life.” May we be those
who receive the Word by prayer and
in so doing come to Christ Himself
as the Spirit who gives life.

For further reading on this subject, please
see Pray-Reading the Word; A Time with the
Lord; and A Living of Mutual Abiding with
the Lord in Spirit, chaps. 6-8, by Witness Lee,
and ‘Lord... Thou Saidst,} published by Living
Stream Ministry
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