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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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Dear Life-study Listener,

Next month we start Life-study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians on the radio. If you like
to follow along with us in the printed edition, order your copy soon so you
can receive it in time. We always encourage you to get into the printed life-
studies because they are much more in-depth compared to what we can

do on the radio in less than thirty minutes. In some cases, there are entire
messages in the printed volumes that we cannot use in the radio program
because of the quality of the original recording. Order your printed life-study
volumes of Thessalonians; you will be glad you did.

Last month we announced the shortwave broadcast of Life-study of the Bible
with Witness Lee into Europe and the Middle East. We need to alert you to an
important correction. The 21:00 GMT time we announced was before the
daylight saving time change. So the time the broadcast is heard is actually
20:00 GMT. We apologize for the error. Please pray for this crucial part of the
world, particularly the Middle East. Pray that the Lord would fulfill His will
through all of the rapidly changing current events. May the life-study
broadcast be used in coordination with Him unto the accomplishment of His
eternal goal, the building up of the New Jerusalem, His eternal habitation.

Living Stream Ministry

WHAT IS THE BELIEVERS

ORGANIC UNION
WITH CHRIST?

The Lord Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in
Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing”
(John 15:5). This simple picture of a vine and its branches mutually abiding
in one another reveals the organic union between the Lord and His believers.

(continued on page 3)




ORGANIC UNION WITH CHRIST (continued from page 1)

In the term organic union, organic
refers to something of life, and union
refers to a kind of relationship. Our
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ results
not in our having only an objective
and distant belief in Him but in our
being brought into a subjective
relationship with Him in the divine
life. This is the life union with our
precious Lord that He spoke of in
the picture of the vine and the
branches. The apostle Paul portrayed
this organic union by speaking of
grafting in Romans 11. There he
speaks of an inferior branch being
grafted into a superior tree that the
two may be joined together to share
the same life. The branch is not
artificially attached to the tree by
lifeless means. Rather, the tree is cut
to make a place where the branch

When we believe into the

Lord Jesus, we are joined to

Him and become one spirit,

sharing His divine life and

nature in a life relationship,

or organic union, with Him.

can be grafted into it. The two are
joined together and grow together
by the life of the tree flowing into
the branch and becoming the life of
the branch. When we believe into
the Lord Jesus, we are joined to Him
and become one spirit, sharing His
divine life and nature in a life
relationship, or organic union, with
Him (1 Cor. 6:17; 2 Pet. 1:4). Just as
the grafted branch partakes of all
the riches of the superior tree, we
believers partake of all the riches of
Christ.

Romans 6:3-5 speaks of our baptism
into Christ and His death and our

having “grown together” with Him
through baptism. From the time of
our believing and being baptized
into Christ, His life must continue
to grow in us. Paul said that he
labored to present every man full-
grown in Christ (Col. 1:28) and
that Christ’s Body grows with the
growth of God (Col. 2:19).
Through this growth of His life in
us, Christ can be expressed through
us branches who have been grafted
into Him.

Our life relationship with Christ

is an intimate one. The healthiest
expression of our intimate relation-
ship with Christ is a life full of
fellowship with Him through
unceasing prayer (1 Thes. 5:17).
This contact with Christ cultivates
our organic union with Him. He
dwells in us (John 14:17; 17:23;
Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 13:5) and we dwell
in Him (John 15:4; 17:21; Rom. 8:1;
1 Cor. 1:30). Prayer strengthens our
mutual indwelling, and by it we
express our love for Him. The Lord
Jesus promised that He and the
Father would come to make an
abode, to dwell, with those who
love Him (John 14:23). By the
apostle Paul’s word in Ephesians 3,
we see the development of our
organic union with Christ as He
makes His home in our hearts
through faith (v. 17).

By being grafted into Him, we share
the divine life of Christ and are
brought into a life relationship with
Him. Then this life grows in us and
we abide in Him and He abides in
us. Thus, the term organic union to
describe our life relationship with
the Lord Jesus is both fitting and
accurate.

For further reading on this subject, please see
Life-study of Galatians, messages 8, 9 and 10
and The Organic Union in God’s Relationship

with Man, by Witness Lee, published by
Living Stream Ministry.
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OUR SPIRIT, Witness Lee
presents a deep, enlightening,
yet wonderfully practical view
of the believers’” experience of
God in the New Testament. By
presenting a complete, scrip-
tural view of both the divine
Spirit and the human spirit, Lee
shows that genuine spiritual
experience is not a matter of
outward behavior or conformity
to a set of rules and regulations.
Rather, genuine spirituality
comes from knowing the Spirit,

who is with our human spirit.
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