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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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Luke 4:19

Dear Life-study Listener,

Living Stream Ministry will conduct its annual Thanksgiving Conference

at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport November 25-28, 2004, and
you are invited. No registration is necessary. We expect a few thousand
believers from all around the globe to join us for fellowship and the min-
istry of the Word. For more information you can call us at (888)543-3788.
Other Living Stream Ministry gatherings during the year include the winter
training in Anaheim, California at the end of December, the Memorial Day
weekend conference, and the summer training in Anaheim at the end of
June. The trainings in Anaheim require pre-registration through your local
church.

Before we begin Life-studies of 1 & 2 Peter and Jude later this month, we are
broadcasting some highlight programs from the Gospel of Luke. When we
first broadcast Life-study of Luke there was much response, especially to the
programs on the jubilee from Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the gospel to the poor; He has
sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind,
to send away in release those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord, the year of jubilee.” Therefore, we hope and pray you will
not only enjoy the broadcasts, but also the ministry portions which follow in
this newsletter to bring you into the enjoyment of the New Testament jubilee,
the year of grace.

Living Stream Ministry

WHAT IS

THE JUBILEE?

The Israelites were redeemed and blessed by God and eventually were
brought into the good land of Canaan, and each family was allotted their
portion of the land. Under God's care, not only were the Israelites blessed,
but even their land was blessed. Every seventh year the land did not have to

(continued on page 3)




TH E JU B I LE E (continued from page 1)

yield its produce. In that year the
Israelites and the land were to rest.
In the seventh year, no one sowed
his field because this was the year
ordained by God as the Sabbath
year. Then after seven Sabbath years,
there was the Pentecostal year, the
fiftieth year. The Pentecostal year
was not just a Sabbath year; it was
beyond human description.... After
the Israelites entered the land of
Canaan, every fiftieth year was a
year of jubilee to them. Fifty years
signifies the entire course of fallen

The year of
jubilee

is the year of
grace.

human life. The year of jubilee,
which is the fiftieth year, signifies
the conclusion of our fallen human
life.

As we have seen, the Israelites were
redeemed by God; they left Egypt,
journeyed through the wilderness,
and entered into Canaan. After
entering into the land of Canaan,
each family received a portion of
the good land flowing with milk
and honey for their rich enjoy-
ment. However, some of the people
were lazy and gluttonous. Lazy
people like to eat, but they do not
like to work. To be sure, one who
is lazy and gluttonous becomes
poor. In ancient times the people
did not have much to sell, so when
they became poor, they sold their
land. However, if the land had
been sold permanently, in just a
few generations there would have
been an extreme disparity between
the rich and the poor. Therefore,
God told the Israelites, “The land
shall not be sold into permanent

ownership, for the land is Mine; for
you are aliens and sojourners with
Me” (Lev. 25:23). They were not to
sell their portion of land, the pos-
session that they had received from
God, into permanent ownership.
This is unlike the sale of land today,
in which once land is sold, it is sold
forever. The longest duration for
which a piece of land could be sold
was fifty years. After a man sold

his land, in the fiftieth year, the
year of jubilee, he as the original
owner would receive back his land.

Futhermore, some of the people
were so gluttonous and lazy that
even after selling their land they
were still in poverty, and they had
no alternative but to sell them-
selves as slaves. Nevertheless, when
the year of jubilee arrived, they no
longer remained slaves but ob-
tained their release. In the year of
jubilee, which the Israelites were to
sanctify, they proclaimed release
throughout the land to all its in-
habitants, and each one returned to
his possession and to his family
(Lev. 25:9-10). No one needed to
pay for redemption; everyone freely
recovered his possession and his
freedom. Therefore, in the fiftieth
year, no one was without land and
no one was in slavery. Therefore,
the year of jubilee was a grace to
them.

Isaiah 61:2 calls the year of jubilee
“the acceptable year of Jehovah.”
This can also be translated, “the
year of Jehovah’s grace.” This verse
is included in the Scripture which
the Lord Jesus read in Luke 4:17-19,
where the above phrase reads, “the
acceptable year of the Lord, the
year of jubilee.” In Isaiah it is the
year of grace, whereas in the New
Testament it is the year of jubilee.
Therefore, the year of jubilee is the
year of grace.

The Jubilee, pp. 10-11, by Witness Lee

Tlhe
OVERCOMING
LIFE

THE OVERCOMING LIFE
is not a call to attain an
extraordinary measure of
“spirituality.” Rather, it is
a call to normalcy, a call to
pursue the life that is hidden
with Christ in God. This call
reverberates within seeking
believers who, despite a
keen sensitivity to their
weaknesses, sense an inward

call to overcome.
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