
Dear Life-study Listener,

On October 6, we will finish Life-study of Philippians. As we mentioned in
last month’s newsletter, we will go on to Leviticus this month. But before we
do, we have a special treat in store for you. We will take two weeks to revisit
the Gospel of John to bring you some treasures from our life-study library.
In case you didn’t know, Life-study of the Bible with Witness Lee began broad-
casting on September 1, 1996 with Life-study of John.

We look forward to sharing with our audience once again the Scripture’s
emphasis on the divine life and God’s building as revealed in the Gospel of
John. Nine cases chosen by the Holy Spirit in John’s gospel reveal all the
different kinds of people whose needs are met through the divine life. We are
sure that if you or someone you know are in need, you will see how the
Lord’s life can meet that need. Please tune in or call to get your printed copy
of Life-study of John.

There is still time for you to order your copy of Life-study of Leviticus and the
Holy Bible Recovery Version so that you can be prepared to follow the pro-
grams on Leviticus at the end of this month. We think as you listen to the
programs and read the life-studies, you will find that Leviticus will be a new
book to you.

Living Stream Ministry

What is the meaning of
holding forth the

word of life? 
The subject of the book of Philippians is the experience of Christ subsequent
to our initial salvation. So a proper understanding of the phrase “holding
forth the word of life,” as mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 2:16,
must be related to our experience of Christ. The experience of Christ unfolds
in progressive stages as the divine life grows and manifests itself in our life.
Ultimately, the issue of the experience of Christ is to hold forth the word of
life.
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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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“Holding forth” means to apply,
present, or offer, whereas “the word
of life” refers to Christ Himself
(1 John 1:1) with His living word.
So “to hold forth the word of life”
means that the believers as children
of God present the living Christ to
those around them. The word of life
is different from the doctrine of
dead letters. In John 5:39-40 the
Lord condemned the persecuting
Jews because they searched the
Scriptures but were unwilling to
come to Him that they might have
life. As a result, they were deadened
by the killing letters of doctrine 
(2 Cor. 3:6a). In contrast, when the
Scriptures and Christ go together,

they are God’s living breath (2 Tim.
3:16), even words of life, enlivening
all those who receive them (John
6:63). When we are filled with these
“words of life” by prayerfully
reading the Scriptures, we are
supplied to present Christ to those
around us.

How do we experience holding
forth the word of life? This requires
that we see the relationship between
four crucial matters mentioned in
Philippians 2:1-16: Christ as the
pattern of our Christian life (vv. 5-
11); working out our own salvation
through obedience (v. 12); God
operating in us both the willing and
the working for His good pleasure
(v. 13); and holding forth the word
of life (v. 16). Christ, the self-
emptying and self-humbling One
who was exalted and glorified by
God, is the pattern for our Christian
life. His earthly life is not merely an

holding forth the word of life
(continued from page 1)

objective pattern, but through
Christ as the indwelling Spirit
(1:19; Rom. 8:9, 11), this pattern
becomes wonderfully subjective to
us. In this way, Christ Himself as
our pattern also becomes our daily
salvation (Phil. 2:12). Thus, we
work out our own salvation by
living out Christ. This salvation is
by God operating in us (v. 13) the
willing (inwardly) and the working
(outwardly) to save us in a practical
way. Eventually, as we cooperate
with God who is operating within
us, we live out Christ, presenting
Christ to others as the word of life.
The Christ we experience as the
pattern becomes our salvation

through God operating in us. Then
in our living of Christ, we present
Christ to others, holding forth the
word of life.

This was Peter’s experience in Acts
5:20 when the angel told him, “Go
and stand in the temple and speak
to the people all the words of this
life” [emphasis added]. Peter’s living
out the divine life was so prevailing
that even the angel observed it and
pointed it out to him. In this way,
Peter was holding forth the word 
of life. Therefore, “holding forth the
word of life” is equivalent to living
Christ (Phil. 1:21), expressing
Christ, and working out our own
salvation (2:13). It is an issue of the
experience of Christ.

For further reading on this subject, please see
Life-study of Philippians, messages 10, 35, 36,
39, 43, and 44.

The word of life 
is different from the doctrine 

of dead letters.

TThe divine revelation is com-

posed of major themes. The

Old Testament reveals promises

and types of God’s anticipated

salvation, while

the New Testa-

ment shows the

accomplishment

of God’s full sal-

vation in Christ.

Ultimately, as

believers in

Christ, we will

share in the consummation of

God’s salvation in the New

Jerusalem, which is a sign of

the mutual abiding and enjoy-

ment of God and man for 

eternity.
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