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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5

Dear Life-study Listener,

We hope you are enjoying the rich programs on the experience of Christ
from our current Life-study of Philippians. Next month we will finish up
Philippians and go to the Old Testament book of Leviticus. We mention this
now so that you can consider whether you would like to obtain the Holy
Bible Recovery Version. Although the present edition of the Holy Bible

i Recovery Version does not include footnotes, it does include the subject and
I S S U E i outline for every book, making it well worth the investment. We hope the

i edition with footnotes will be available in the next few years. For detailed
information about the Holy Bible Recovery Version from Living Stream

1 letter from Living Stream Ministry, please see the insert with this month’s mailing, or call us at (888)
Ministry 543-3788.

1 What Does It Mean to Work out In response to our recent survey for The Hearing of Faith, we have discovered
Our Own Salvation? i that many of you are enjoying the ministry therein as a regular supply of

nourishment in your daily lives. The Lord has led us to make all the past

i issues of The Hearing of Faith newsletter available over the Internet. So if this
2 Response from Listeners i is of interest to you, go to www.lsm.org/radio to find all of the monthly

i articles we have published over the last two years. And remember, we always
appreciate your comments.

2 Hymns, #499
4 The Path of Life—Filled, Washed,
Armed and Empowered
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We know from many verses in the New Testament that we are saved by grace

through faith, not of works (Eph. 2:8-9) and that God chose us before the
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WORK OUT OUR OWN SALVATION

(continued from page 1)

foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4-5)
before we had done anything good
or bad (Rom. 9:11, 15-16). It is clear
that a person is justified before God
by faith and not through the works
of the flesh (Rom. 3:28). Then what
could Paul have meant when he said
that we must work out our own
salvation? A key verse to help us
understand this matter is Romans
5:10 where Paul says: “For if we,
being enemies, were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His
life, having been reconciled”
[emphasis added].

From the teaching of the Bible we
can see that when we receive Jesus
Christ as our Savior by calling on
the name of the Lord (Rom. 10:13),
we are “born anew” (John 3:7) and
receive salvation by being regen-
erated in our spirit (John 3:6). We

Although we have received God’s
forgiveness, justification,
reconciliation, and regeneration as
a free gift, we still need to “grow” in
Christ (Eph. 4:15), to “mature” in
Christ (Col. 1:28, Heb. 6:1) and to
allow Christ to “make home in our
hearts” (Eph. 3:17). These are all
biblical words or phrases that
describe the ongoing process of
being “saved in His life.” For this
growth and maturity to take place
in our hearts, we need to cooperate
with the Lord within us. As we
cooperate with Him, the life of
Christ actually spreads, grows, and
moves out into our soul (our mind,
emotion and will—our personality)
and Christ is formed in us (Gal.
4:19). For this to happen, God
needs our cooperation with His
grace, thus we need to “work out
our own salvation.” We do this by
reading the Bible, praying, loving

A key verse to help us

understand this matter

1s Romans 5:10

receive the eternal life of God which
is the free “gift of God” (Rom. 6:23)
simply through faith in Jesus Christ.
Through faith we also obtain our
eternal status as God’s children
(John 1:12; Rom. 8:16). This is our
initial salvation, which is once for all
and which we can never lose. We
often speak of this as being “saved,”
and this is correct, at least in its
initial stage. However, when Paul
said that we must work out our own
salvation (Phil. 2:12) and that
having been “reconciled” (past
tense) we “will be saved” (future
tense) in His life, no doubt he was
speaking of something more than
salvation in its initial sense.

the Lord, following the Lord’s
speaking within us, giving Christ
the first place in our lives, denying
our self, and fellowshipping with
other believers. We should not be
confused by the word “salvation”
but realize that this one word
actually has at least several different
connotations and uses in the
Scriptures.

For further reading on this subject, please see
The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation; Life-
study of Philippians, messages 12, 43, 47-49;
and the footnotes to Philippians 2:12 and
Romans 5:10 in the New Testament Recovery
Version, published by Living Stream Ministry.
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REVELATION

A book by Witness Lee

e divine revelation is com-
posed of major themes. The
Old Testament reveals promises
and types of God’s anticipated
salvation, while
the New Testa-
ment shows the
accomplishment
of God’s full sal-

vation in Christ.

Ultimately, as

believers in

Christ, we will
share in the consummation of
God’s salvation in the New
Jerusalem, which is a sign of
the mutual abiding and enjoy-
ment of God and man for

eternity.
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