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Dear Life-study Listener,

By the time you receive this mailing, we will have just concluded the life-
study of Ezekiel with the matter of the return of God’s glory to the house.
Ezekiel 43:1-2 says, “Then He brought me to the gate, that is, the gate that
faces toward the east. And the glory of the God of Israel was there, coming
from the way of the east, and His voice was like the sound of many waters,
and the earth was illuminated with His glory.”

Ezekiel began with a great vision in chapter one, a vision of God’s glory. Then
the children of Israel entered into degradation and broke the Lord’s heart
(Ezek. 6:9) by setting up idols in their own heart (14:3). The result was God’s
judgment. But the Lord didn’t give up; He recovered His people in a won-
derful way, from chapters thirty-three through thirty-nine. The goal of His
recovery is the holy building of God with God’s glory, and that’s how Ezekiel
ends, as does the entire Bible.

Today we are experiencing Him as our caring Shepherd as He recovers us, by
His life, from degradation. He gives us a new heart and a new spirit (36:26),
then breathes life into us through the prophets’ prophesying, so that all of
the dead, dry and scattered bones would be formed into an army through
His regenerating and renewing power (chapter 37). Although we need His
recovery very much, our hope is for that day when His glory will return and
descend upon His completed house.
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What is a loving 
heart and a

receiving spirit?
We need to realize that there is a difference between the heart and the spirit.
Our heart is an organ of love. Once I gave a message in which I pointed out
that it is not enough just to have a loving heart toward the Lord. A particular
sister was troubled by this and wanted to know what I meant by saying that
we need something more than a loving heart. To illustrate, I asked her if she
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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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loved a certain Bible which be-
longed to her husband and if she
would like to have it. Then I said,
“The Bible is yours; please take it.”
When she stretched out her hand to
take the Bible, I said, “Do not use

your hand. Just use your loving
heart. Take the Bible with your
heart.” Through this illustration she
came to understand that having a
loving heart is not sufficient. She
also needed to stretch forth her
hand to take the Bible. In like man-
ner, we need both a heart to love the
Lord and a spirit to receive Him.

We love the Lord with our heart.
The heart is the loving organ, but it
is not the receiving organ. In order
to take or receive anything we must
use the proper organ. If we would
contact the Lord, receive the Lord,
enjoy the Lord, eat the Lord, and
drink the Lord, we need a spirit.
Whereas we love the Lord with our
heart, we contact the Lord and re-
ceive the Lord with our spirit.

RECEIVING THE LORD WITH

OUR SPIRIT

First, we need to love the Lord. This
means that we have an appetite for
the Lord. If we have no love for the
Lord and no appetite for Him, we
will not come to Him or receive
Him. Before we were saved, we did
not love the Lord and we did not
have any appetite for the Lord. In-
stead, our taste was for the world
and for the things of the world, es-
pecially worldly amusement. When
others spoke to us about the Lord

heart and spirit (continued from page 1)

Jesus, we did not care to listen. We
had no interest because we had no
appetite. We loved other things, and
our heart was set on those things.
However, one day the Lord granted
us His gracious visitation, and im-

mediately our appetite was changed.
We began to love the Lord and the
Bible, and we lost our appetite for
the worldly things. This was the
Lord’s gracious doing, and it caused
our heart to turn from the world to
the Lord.

We need to love the Lord Jesus and
have an appetite for Him that will
turn us from the appetite for other
things. We should be able to tell the
Lord Jesus that we love Him and
that we are hungry and thirsty for
Him. Once we have acquired such a
loving appetite for the Lord, we
need to use our spirit as the organ
to contact Him, receive Him, eat
Him, drink Him, and breathe Him.
Now we can see that we need two
organs: a loving heart and a receiv-
ing spirit.

The receiving spirit has been greatly
neglected by many Christians. In
some places messages stir up peo-
ple’s loving heart but give them no
help to exercise their spirit. We
thank the Lord that He has given
us not only a new heart to love
Him but also a new spirit to con-
tact Him, receive Him, and contain
Him.
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Once we have acquired such a loving

appetite for the Lord, we need to use our

spirit as the organ to contact Him,

receive Him, eat Him, drink Him, and

breathe Him.
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